The National Quality Framework (NQF) is a streamlined process for quality improvement and assessment in kindergartens and childcare centres.

This framework sets new standards for educational programs and practices.

As part of the National Quality Framework, all education and childcare services will be assessed against the National Quality Standard, which is divided into the following seven areas:

1. Educational program and practice

2. Children’s health and safety

3. Physical environment

4. Staffing arrangements

5. Relationship with children

6. Collaborative partnerships with families and communities

7. Leadership and service management

These seven areas aim to promote:

1. The safety, health and wellbeing of children

2. A focus on achieving positive outcomes for children through high quality educational programs

3. Parents’ understanding of what distinguishes a quality service

Each children’s centre will be assessed and receive a rating for each of the seven quality areas, and an overall rating.

The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) has been developed to assist educators in providing young children with opportunities to maximise their potential and develop a foundation for future success in learning. The aim of this document is to extend and enrich children’s learning from birth to five years and through the transition to school.

Five learning outcomes are derived from the EYLF:

1. Children have a strong sense of identity.

2. Children are connected with and contribute to their world.

3. Children have a strong sense of wellbeing.

4. Children are confident and involved learners.

5. Children are effective communicators.

This document supplements, and works in conjunction with, the Victorian Early Years Framework. (VEYLF). Victoria is the only State to have both a National and State curriculum framework for young children. The VEYLF provides broad direction for childhood educators to facilitate children’s learning and development from birth to eight years of age.
